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Routes 2 Roots is a Delhi based non-profit reputed NGO with a presence all over India. Since its inception in 

2004 the NGO is constantly striving to disseminate culture, art and heritage to the common people and the 

children throughout the world.

Ever since its inception in 2004 Routes 2 Roots has dedicated itself to promoting art, culture and heritage 

throughout the world with the prime objective of spreading the message of peace. We have hosted over 26 

international events, 14 exhibitions and 110 concerts throughout the world and all of these programs have 

been on a non-commercial basis, i.e. no ticketing so that people en masse can come and enjoy a shared 

experience of each-others’ culture freely. Our organisation is known for quality cultural programs and we 

have to our credit numerous prestigious international programs such as celebration of 60 years of diplomatic 

ties between India and China, which was held in 4 cities of China, Celebration of 65 years of Indo-Russian 

diplomatic ties, which was held in 5 cities of Russia, Festival of India in South Africa covering 4 cities and many 

more. Many important functions have been hosted in India which the honourable President of India, 

Governors, Chief Ministers and Ministers have attended in addition to large number of people from all walks 

of life.  Routes 2 Roots also undertakes the world’s largest oral histories “Exchange for Change” program, 

which is a year-long activity culminating in select children visiting each other’s countries. This program has 

been successfully operational since 2010 connecting 31 schools and over 6000 children from 7 cities.

Routes 2 Roots also has to its credit a one of its kind initiative to promote Sanskrit and Vedas wherein all the four 

Vedas were digitised with authentic chanting in Sanskrit with sub titling in 10 leading world languages 

including English, Hindi, Mandarin, Spanish, French, Portuguese, Russian, Japanese and German.

Routes 2 Roots launched Virsa - a program of Digital Learning of Performing Arts in 2016, The project is 

dedicated to enriching the education of school going children by integrating it through the digital medium 

with the rich Indian culture, which is fading among the newer generation.

ROUTES 2 ROOTS



Virsa has been derived from the word ‘Virasat’ which means heritage. Virsa 

was initiated in 2016 with the prime purpose of preserving the rich cultural 

heritage of India by introducing it to the future generations of the country. 

The objective was to inculcate cultural appreciation among children at a 

young age to ensure they have a holistic evolution as strong and well-

balanced individuals who will be the decision makers of tomorrow. The need 

for the program arises from the inadequate state of cultural education in 

schools due to the stress of academic curriculum and therefore a culturally 

impoverished society, which is unable to avail the benets of the treasure of 

culture, which exists in the country. 

The program has been designed with the prime objective of making the rich 

cultural heritage of India accessible to school-going children and cultivating 

their interest in Indian culture. While it revives the age-old guru shishya 

parampara for teaching arts, the program is aimed at promoting holistic 

development of children through exposure to culture and culture 

appreciation. It balances the stress induced by the current system of 

education, which advocates excellence in academia at the exclusion of extra-

curricular activities. 

s
Digital Learning of Performing Arts

ABOUT VIRSA



 VIRSA Classes

Virsa conducts two to three live interactive 
classes daily, 5 days a week. The teaching 

faculty comprises the leading exponents and 
maestros of the country. 

Virsa offers classes in 14 disciplines including  Hindustani 
Classical Vocal, Harmonium, Tabla, Carnatic Vocal, 
Carnatic Violin, Flute, Sitar,  Bharatnatyam, Keyboard, 
Kathak, Guitar, Theatre, Brain Enhancement and Yoga. 

The curriculum has been designed by esteemed maestros and 
our gurus to give the students across the world a meaningful 
experience and a carefully charted orientation of culture and art 
forms.



An important aspect of the program is the live workshops conducted by the teachers, who physically visit 
schools at regular intervals to hold face-to-face workshops with students, thereby generating and enhancing 
connectivity between students and teachers in their specic disciplines. 

These workshops are not just held for the students who participate in Virsa but for the entire school and 
therefore serve as Art appreciation classes for everyone.

 VIRSA Workshops



The experience of interacting with the most celebrated 
legends and masters of the world is one of the most 
unique facilities made available to students under the 
Virsa program. Students get to listen to, watch and learn 
from the experiences of the legends of the world through 
Virsa Masterclasses once in two months. They also get the 
opportunity to interact with these legends and ask them 
for tips during these unique masterclasses.

 VIRSA Masterclasses



Student Opportunity to Showcase Talent through 
Participation in Cultural Programs - As part of the 
program, Inter-school contests, competitions and 
performances are held in each school and students 
participating in Virsa who showcase exceptional 
talent receive prizes and appreciation from Virsa 
gurus. This inculcates a sense of healthy competition 
among the students. All participants are given 
certificates as well as momentos.

 VIRSA All India Inter-School Competitions



Padma Vibhushan Brijmohan Mishra popularly known as Pandit Birju Maharaj is the 

leading exponent of the Lucknow Kalka-Bindadin gharana of Kathak dance in 

India and an accomplished Hindustani classical vocalist. He is a descendant of the 

legendary Maharaj family of Kathak dancers, which includes his two uncles, 

Shambhu, Maharaj and Lachhu Maharaj, and his father and guru, Acchan 

Maharaj. 

The living legend was Head of Faculty, and director at Sangeet Natak Academy, 

retiring in 1998, thereafter having founded his dance school kalasharam in the 

same year. In addition, he has also choreographed Kathak dance sequences in 

Dedh Ishqiya as well as Umrao Jaan, and now more recently Bajirao Mastani 

directed by Sanjay Leela Bhansali, for which he has been awarded the Filmfare 

Award in 2016

Padma Vibhushan Ustad Amjad Ali Khan is the leading sarod maestro of India. He was taught by his father Haafiz Ali Khan and was born to the 

illustrious Bangash lineage rooted in the Senia Bangash School of music. Today he shoulders the sixth generation of inheritance in this legendary 

lineage. Ustad Amjad Ali Khan is one of the undisputed masters of the music world.

A living legend, he is a recipient of the UNESCO Award, Padma Vibhushan (Highest Indian civilian award); Unicef's National Ambassadorship, The 

Crystal Award by the World Economic Forum; and Honorary Doctorates from the Universities of York, England, Delhi University, Rabindra Bharati 

University, Kolkata and the Vishva Bharti (Deshikottam) in Shantiniketan among other International awards and honours.  

Padma Vibhushan Dr. Lakshminarayana Subramaniam is better known as the God of Indian Violin. An acclaimed Indian violinist, composer and 

conductor, trained in the carnatic classical tradition and western classical music. Born to legends and accomplished musicians Shri V. 

Lakshminarayana Iyer and Seethalakshmi, Dr. L. Subramaniam began training in violin at the age of 5, under the tutelage of his father, Professor V. 

Lakshminarayana. Since 1973, Dr. L. Subramaniam has amassed over 200 recordings to his credit, releasing several historic solo albums, recording 

collaborations with renowned musicians across the world. 

Creator of the MOHAN VEENA and the winner of the GRAMMY AWARD, Pt. Vishwa 

Mohan Bhatt has mesmerized the world with his pristine pure, delicate yet fiery music. It 

is due to Vishwa's maiden mega effort that he rechristened guitar as MOHAN VEENA, 

his genius creation and has established it at the top most level in the mainstream of 

Indian Classical Music scenario, thereby proving the essence of his name VISHWA 

(meaning the world) and MOHAN (meaning charmer) and indeed , a world charmer 

he is.

Being the foremost disciple of Pt. Ravi Shankar, Vishwa Mohan belongs to that elite 

body of musicians which traces its origin to the Moughal emperor Akbar's court 

musician TANSEN and his guru the Hindu Mystic Swami Haridas.

Dr. L. Subramaniam

Ustad Amjad Ali Khan

Pandit Vishwa Mohan Bhatt

Dr. L. Subramaniam has written works for 

orchestras, ballets and Hollywood film scores, and 

written books on music – such as Euphony – in 

addition to composing symphonies and Carnatic 

4 pieces. Dr. L. Subramaniam is on the advisory 

board of composer A. R. Rahman's KM Music 

Conservatory in Kodambakkam, Chennai. In 

2011, he was invited to perform at the United 

Nations 

Pandit Birju Maharaj

Board of Advisors



Padma Shri Shovana Narayan is known as one of the best Kathak dancers in the 

world who performs in India and globally. She has been under the tutelage of 

Pandit Birju Maharaj. As a 'Choreographer-Performer', Shovana Narayan has 

spearheaded and produced international collaborative works with leading 

dancers of Western Classical Ballet, Spanish Flamenco, Tap Dance, Buddhist 

Chants with Buddhist Monks and to the compositions of western classical 

composers. She was the Creative Director-Producer-Dancer of the first ever trilogy 

involving Western Classical Dance-Kathak-Spanish flamenco in “The Dawn After” in 

1994. 

Padma Shri Kavita Krishnamurthy is an Indian film playback singer, trained in classical music; In her career, she has worked with a variety of music 

composers, including R. D. Burman, Hamsalekha and A. R. Rahman and is also the recipient of four Filmfare Best Female Playback Singer Awards, 

including 3 consecutive awards in the period 1994 - 1996. Her performance as a singer in the film 1942: A Love Story, composed by R.D. Burman 

won her a lot of popular acclaim. In the late 90s she expanded her area of work and was the main featured soloist in the Global Fusion album 

released by Warner Bros featuring musicians from five continents and actively started exploring fusion music, travelled around the world including 

the US, UK, Europe, Africa, Australia, the Far East, the Middle East and South America

 

Shafqat Amanat Ali - the Rockstar Ustad (a term coined by Bollywood music director Salim Merchant) is the biggest singing sensation to hit the 

subcontinent in recent times. The iconic singer, writer, composer is the son of the legendary singer Ustad Amanat Ali Khan, making him a part of the 9 

generation old Patiala Gharana. Shafqat Amanat Ali was the lead vocalist of the popular Pakistani band - Fuzon. Their first album 'Saagar' was a chart 

buster in both India and Pakistan and thereafter, Shafqat Amanat Ali became one of the top singers of Pakistan in Bollywood with blockbusters 

ranging from Kabhi Alvida Na Kehna to My Name is Khan and the more recent Yaariyan, making his body of work vast.

Shafqat Amanat Ali

Kavita Krishnamurthy

Juhi Chawla

His command over the classical idiom and modern 

music has made him a name to reckon with!! 

Shafqat Amanat Ali's albums have been chart 

busters and best sellers across the world and are a 

representation of the artiste's versatility as a singer, 

writer and composer in a wide variety of genres 

including Hindustani Classical, Sufi, Ghazal, Fusion 

and Bollywood/ Popular.

Shovana Narayan

Juhi Chawla is an Indian actor, model, film producer and the winner of Miss India 

beauty contest, 1984. She has a vast repertoire of films predominantly in Hindi, in 

addition to Punjabi, Malayalam, Kannada, Tamil, Telugu, and Bengali. 

The actor's highly successful tragic romance movie Qayamat Se Qayamat Tak (1988), 

won her the Filmfare Award for Lux New Face of the Year. In addition to being an actor, 

she is a television personality, a humanitarian, an accomplished dancer and an 

accomplished classical singer. She has to her credit, the prestigious Dadasaheb 

Phalke Awards for Best Actor; being a judge for entertainment show Jhalak Dikhhla Jaa 

alongside Saroj Khan and Vaibhavi Merchant; a producer; co-owner of a production 

company called Dreamz Unlimited with actor Shahrukh Khan and director Aziz Mirza.

Board of Advisors



Ehsaan Noorani is a famous music composer and guitarist, his knowledge of music is vast and has a huge reservoir of melodious 

ideas. He is one of the renowned Trio Shankar-Ehsaan-Loy and has achieved great heights as a music composer and as a guitarist.

His genres are mainly Blues and Bollywood songs and is the first guitarist from India who was endorsed by Fender Guitars and has a 

Squier signature model to his name. He also endorses Fractal Audio and DAddario strings and enjoys Blues and Electronica.

 
In 2015, Ehsaan was the co-judge in Indian's first English singing show, The Stage, aired on Colors Infinity. The trio of Shankar-Ehsaan-

Loy has won numerous awards at the RD Burman Awards, Star Screen Awards, Filmfare, IIFA and others for exemplary music in movies 

like 'Dil Chahta Hai', 'Kal Ho Na Ho', 'Bunty Aur Babli', 'Bhaag Milkha Bhaag' including the recent hit 'Two States'.

Ehsaan Noorani

33%

67%

IMPACT

Students Engaged Students Remaining

Today Routes 2 Roots has presence through Virsa in 27 States & 2 Union Territories and is 

imparting cultural interactive classes digitally wherein the model is such that the participating 

children do not have to pay any cost and the equipment in each school has also been 

provided by Routes 2 Roots free of cost. Deserving and under privileged children are being 

provided with musical instruments by Routes 2 Roots. This mission is to culturally strengthen the 

growing generation of our country and bringing educate them about the rich Indian culture 

which is currently buried under the pressure of academics and distraction from use of gadgets 

and technology for entertainment.

It has been 18 months since this program commenced in addition to six months that were spent 

in setting up the platform, technology & installation in schools all over the country. Schools of 

our brave jawans (BSF), Kendriya Vidyalaya schools, municipal & slum schools and the elite 

schools all are part of this program, as we believe quality education especially in culture is free 

for all and we do not discriminate in caste, colour & creed.

The response and the impact that we have received from the participating schools, the 

children and the teachers is heart warming. We have also conducted zsurveys in schools to 

gauge the impact of Virsa in schools and were happy to know that:

More than 70% claimed to have bettered 
their knowledge of their field of 

Art through this program.
And the remaining 20% claimed to 

have bettered their knowledge of their 
field of Art through this program.

• A senior principal of a school in Uttar 

Pradesh claimed that the quarrel / 

conflicts that used to take place among 

children have reduced considerably 

since the launch of Virsa in his school.

• Another principal from Kerala said that 

the program is helping the children and  

making them better human beings.

• This is the only program in the world 

giving regular / daily classes on culture 

followed with workshops & inter school 

competitions without any cost to the 

participating children.

Board of Advisors Impact



TECHNOLOGY
VIRSA classes use one of the significant features of E-Three Learning Platform (software for online teaching/training). As the term says, it is a class 

conducted virtually, wherein artists/teachers/gurus and students converge in one virtual classroom from their respective remote locations. VIRSA 

digital class is an online, web-based application, which virtually creates a classroom environment similar to traditional classrooms wherein 

artists/teachers/gurus and students login simultaneously. In this classroom artists/teachers/gurus can deliver lectures, elaborate on topics, ask and 

answer questions, conduct group assignments, take quizzes, polls etc. It is an online teaching or training program that utilizes the aforesaid 

application and provides an enhanced learning/training experience. Thus, VIRSA digital classes give the students as well as artists/teachers/gurus 

zan experience similar to that of traditional classrooms without the need to be physically present.

VIRSA classes are accessed by people from diverse geographical locations. Thus it is right to say that these classes are an online meeting solution 

that helps people to interact with each other regardless of the geographical barriers. It is considered an alternative to traditional, location-based 

classrooms, as it saves on expenses of physical infrastructure.

In this type of learning process, students and artists/teachers/gurus connect and interact with each other real time. This is indeed a very significant 

process where students get answers to their queries & questions then and there from the guru as in a live physical class. Interaction with 

artists/teachers/gurus and peers makes the learning process interesting and enriching for students.

Synchronous Learning

Audio and video are both enhanced and lucrative features for better understanding in Virsa classrooms. Various tools are available for text-

based chat, verbal interaction through audio conferencing and sharing one's own video through web-camera. Artists/teachers/gurus share the 

audio and video, thus establishing one-to-one communication with students. This builds confidence in students about the pedagogy methods 

and allows artists to communicate effectively with the students. 

Support for live Audio-Video

The entire classroom session is recorded in video format and stored in an archives for future reference. This feature is extremely useful, especially 

for absent students, who can review the recordings later and understand the concepts elaborated by the artists/teachers/gurus. Moreover, the 

students can also refer to the recordings for revision purpose, at their convenience.

Recording class lecture (Session Recording)

White Board is a tool for drawing graphics or diagrams in a virtual classroom. It comes in handy when artists/teachers/gurus want to visually explain 

any abstract concept. If any student has a query, which needs a graphical explanation and the artists/teachers/gurus do not have an apt 

graphic for it, then even a crude diagram can be extremely beneficial for explaining the concept.

White Board

The resource-sharing feature in Virsa classrooms allows artists/teachers/gurus to share varied content in different formats with students real-time 

while delivering lectures on various topics. This feature supports sharing of various file formats - MS Word, MS Excel, PowerPoint Presentations, PDF 

files, videos etc. While teaching, the artists/teachers/gurus can exhibit all the operations from the desk, by sharing a particular application or the 

entire desktop.

Sharing of Learning Resources and/or Desktop Screen



TECHNOLOGY 
PLATFORM & PROCEDURE FOR 

DIGITAL LEARNING & INTERACTION

l Interactive Live classes are beamed from the assigned 
broadcasting studios

l Data uplinked to the co-located Servers & internet cloud 
using IP transmission

l Same information will be received at all remote classroom 
locations simultaneously via internet downlink

l  Transmission / Broadcasting application decodes 
information at the receiver end and projects on the screen 
instantly

l  During interaction the workstation, classroom camera – microphone / computer / laptop / Smart TV / mobile / 
tablet will be used by the students for clearing doubts with artists / teachers

l  A LMS (Learning Management System) activated on the Cloud servers simultaneously records the live sessions 
for use as post-class teaching & revision content, accessed through an authenticated username & password

l  Option 1: Internet Protocol when broadband or leased line is available

l  Option 2: Data-on-mobile when broadband or leased line is unavailable but 
mobile network is available.

Option - 1

Option - 2

Co-located
Servers

Data
on

Mobile

Wi-Fi/
Ethernet

I.P.

DIGITAL LEARNING



MEDIAMEDIAPRESS TALKS ABOUT VIRSA

WHY NOT YOU?

Leading publications of the country speak to the illustrious board of 

advisors and maestros contributing to the Virsa program. The 

legends talk about the most effective teaching techniques to 

enhance the program for students across the country.   
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Virsa’s presence across India and growing

Since its inception, Virsa has covered almost the entire country. The program is now operational in even the remotest corners of India including 

locations such as Srinagar, Uddhampur and Tawang. It addresses schools across 27 states of India. This was the endeavour, which we successfully 

achieved in the rst phase of the program.

In its second phase we propose to expand the reach of the program and its effect to the 687 districts of the country. 

In the third phase we envision Virsa being part of schools at the block level and thereby scaling up to 10,000 schools across India.

We also intend to take this program to a global level by addressing schools in other countries. 



“I am very happy that Routes 2 Roots NGO is 

launching the Virsa program. The idea is to 

preserve peace through heritage and culture 

through schools and different students. I wish 

Routes 2 Roots all the success and SAPA is very 

happy to associate with this." 

“Project Virsa under Routes 2 Roots is a wonderful 

project. I am thankful to my AVS authorities for giving this 

wonderful opportunity to KV Highgrounds. It isa 

wonderful means not only to preserve our heritage but 

also to explore the talent of different students in different 

areas.  The show which was presented today by guru 

Mukesh Gangani was really enjoyed by the students 

and I really wish that such workshops are conducted 

more often in other areas as well. Thank you Virsa!"

“This program Virsa under Routes 2 Roots is a 

wonderful experience for all of us. In Telangana 

region this is the first of its kind experience we are 

having. The children are benefitting from this 

program. I am thankful to Routes 2 Roots for 

conducting this guitar workshop today. All our 

children have participated in this workshop."  

“The gift of music is a valuable one. It 

gives you company throughout your life 

and gives you company throughout your 

life. I am very happy that you children are 

learning music and will carry this gift 

throughout your life.  You will never be 

alone. You will always have a musical 

instrument with you."

- Principal KV, Gachibowli 

P. Srinivasa Raju

- Board of Advisor, Virsa 

& Music Composer and Guitarist

Ehsaan Noorani 

- Principal KV, Chandigarh High Grounds 

Sham Chawla

- Board of Advisor, Virsa & Violin legend

Dr. L Subramaniam

Testimonials
“Dear Children, today a program is 

being launched to teach you Indian 

culture and heritage through the digital 

medium. You will be taught Indian 

classical music, dance, theatre and 

various other art forms by the leading 

exponents of art forms and the most 

celebrated artistes of the country  who 

are not easily accessible to everyone. 

Th is  wonder fu l  venture is  being 

undertaken by Routes 2 Roots through 

Virsa and I hope that students in large 

numbers avail the benefits of this unique 

program."  

 "We firmly believe that music brings an attitude of non 

violence, peace and harmony in our lives. We are 

very happy to associate ourselves with Routes 2 Roots, 

an NGO which is working on the same through Virsa  to 

bring Indian classical music and heritage into the lives 

of children and the youth of our country. "

“It's a wonderful idea wherein the rich cultural 

heritage  of art and music will be passed down to 

the children of the sub continent through the 

digital medium. It's a beautiful new venture for 

which I congratulate Routes 2 Roots ."

“Dear students, we are a part of the country 

which has a rich cultural heritage. We have 

great literature, art, music and natural beauty 

in our country. Let's start this endeavour to pay 

tribute to our gurus and learn the performing 

arts and literature of the country through Routes 

2 Roots and Virsa."  

“I am very happy that through Virsa students across the 

country are getting the opportunity to learn art and 

culture, dance, music, theatre and various other 

disciplines." 

- Minister of Culture, Govt of India 

Mahesh Sharma  

- Board of Advisor, Virsa & Singer 

Kavita Krishnamurthy 

- Board of Advisor, Virsa & Singer 

Shafqat Amanat Ali

- Director General BSF   

Mr. K. K. Shama 

- Board of Advisor, Virsa & Actress 

Juhi Chawla



Routes2Roots NGO The Intercultural Innovation Award United Nations Alliance of Civilizations has been awarded  by the  in a glittering 

Ceremony held on 26th April, 2016 in Baku, Azerbaijan for its Student Exchange Program. The Award was presented on the 7th UNAOC 

Global Forum. Among many others, Routes2Roots received the award for contribution to culture from former presedent Pratibha 

Devisingh Patil. 

AWARDS & ACCOLADES


